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To the Right Honoardble 


Lud 2 Syndunr, 
Baron HALIT Ax .＋[U 


Ln. 2 

I. = oy muſt not be furprin'd 
Ne my begging Y our Pro- 
3 te&on for this litye Book, 

when I aſſure You it was 
YMTIRCIDA 7 intended for Your Peruſal. 


[ have long with'd to ſee ſomething 
| A 3 | of · 


| 


. 


do it my ſelf: But never came to any 


ſure to find Your Lordſhip, tho' but 


DEDICATION. 


of this kind publiſh'd by an able Hand : 
And, for want of that, muſt own, I 
have ſometimes had an Inclination to 


Reſolution in that Point, till very late- 
; when, at Horton, I had the Plea- 


in Your Fifth Year, capable of read- 
ing any thing in the Eng/iſþ Tongue, 
without the leaſt Heſitation. 
' Theſe Fables, My Lord, abound in I- 
Variety of Inſtruction, Moral and Po- By 
litical; They furniſh us with Rules y 
for every Station of Life; They mark Ip 
out a proper Behaviour for-us, both Ie 
in reſpect of our ſelves and others; I 
and demonſtrate to us, by a kind of I 
Example, every Virtue which claims | 
our beſt Regards, and every Vice 
which we are moſt concern'd to avoid. In 
Conſidering them in this View, II. 
_ not think of. any thing more If 
| 

I 


per, 1 be pur ſo early into Your 
Lord 's Hands, as well: for Your: 
„ as that of the Public. As 


215 K I 


DEDICATION. 

I with You all the Happineſs which 
Man can enjoy, I know of nothing 
more likely to procure it, than Your 
imbibing, in Your Childhood, ſuch 
Seeds of Reaſon and Philoſophy, as 
may rectify and ſweeten every Part of 
Your future Life. And as You are 
by Birth intitled to a Share in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government, I flat- 
ter my ſelf that Your Country will 
feel the Benefit of theſe Lectures of 
Morality ; when hereafter it behokds: 
Your Lordſhip, ſteadily purſuing thoſe 
Principles of Honeſty and Benevo- 
lence, which, by ſuch Inſtructions in 
Your Infancy, You will be _—_ to 
_— .” 

I am happy, upon ſeveral Accounts, 
in the Opportunity I take of addreſſing 


Imy ſelf to Your Lordſhip, in this early 
time of Your Life. Without any Re- 


flection upon Your Parts, My Lord, 
I-comfort my ſelf with the Confide- 
ration, that You are not yet able to 
diſcern all the Imperfections of my 

A 4 Per- 


DEDICATION. 


Performance. Nay when You are a 
little older, and Your Judgment is 
ſtrong enough todiſcover every Weak- 
neſs in the following Sheets, You will 
yet remember for what a young Ca- 
pacity they were intended; and, what- 
ever You may think of the Style and 
Language, the honeſt Purpoſe of the 
whole cannot fail of your Approbation. 
Another Advantage, My Lord, 1s, 
That when I tell the World You-are 
the moſt lovely and the moſt engaging 
Child that ever was born, I cannot be 
charg'd with offending in of 
Flattery. No one ever aw ou but 
thought the ſame. 
And this puts me in mind, that 
You are deſcended from a Race of 
Patrons. Arts and ing did not 


owe more to the Influence of Mece- 
nas at Rome, than they have done to 


that of Mountatu at London. Per- 
haps, young as You are, You may 
think it ſtrange to find Your ſelf 
at the Head of a Dedica:ion ; _ 

y 


DEDICATION. 
My Load, no body elſe wil won- 
der at it. You are born to prateft and 
encourage all Endeavours at the pub- 
tic Good. We cannot help telling 
You, that we e ect it from You 
and we beg Leave to put You in Mind 
to aſſert Your native Right. 
Ingredere {9 votis jammunc aſſucſcs vocari. Vieg, 
If it is true that, Virtue may be 
convey'd by Blood, and communica- 


Ted by Example, I have all the Pre- 


ſumption imaginable for what aſſert. 
My Lord, Your Father the EARL of 


HALIr Ax, poſſeſſes every agreeable - 
Quality in Life: Whether natural, or 


acquir'd, I prefeſs my ſelf ignorant. 
They are ſo eaſy and habitual to him, 
one would think them born with 
him; but, at the ſame time, ſo accom- 
pliſh'd, that we cannot but diſcover 
they have had the: Advantage of a. 
finiſh'd Education. 

If I durſt follow the Suggeſtions of 
a Heart truly ſenſible of them, I could 
dwell with Pleaſure ypon every Par- 

| As Ade 


DEDICATION. 


ticular iof his Worth. But no body, 
who deſerves Applauſe o much, de- 
clines it more than he does. Indeed, 
My Lord, his Merit is ſo great, that 
we cannot do him Juſtice in that re- 
ſpeR, - without offending him. 
That, upon all Occaſions, You may 
imitate the Example he ſets, and copy 
out his Virtues, for, Your own- and 
the Welfare of Mankind, 3sthe lincers 
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fictions. Z/op breath d Liberty in a politi when- 
ever he thought fit to hint any thing about that happy 
State, And Phadrxs, whoſe hard Lot it had once been 
to be a domeſtic Slave, had yet ſo great a. Veneration for 


the Liberty I am ſpeaking of, that he 


| 


no Scruple 
ion ok a 


Tyrant the 

ple of Rome had nothing but the Form 
their ancient Conſtitution left. This he did particularly 
the Fable of The Frogs deſiring a King; as 1 have obſerv 
in the * Application to it. So that we ſee 
muſt miſrepreſent the Senſe of his Author, before he can 
make ſuch a Meaning out of him, as he would have to 


* 


& 5 


be written upon the blank Paper of a tender uninform'd 
Child. 


tion 1 have againſt him, as 


to his Work being 's Yor the Uſe of Children. For, 
as he has ſwell d it to fo voluminous a Bulk, and by that 
means mais d it to an exotbitant Price, I don't fe how 


I it 
can ſuit either the Hand or Pocket, of the Generality of 
Children, If I were apt to put Conſtructions upon the 
ways of Providence, I ſhould fancy this Prolixity of his, 
was order'd as a Preſervative againſt bis noxious Principles ; 
for however his Book may have. been us'd by Men, I dare 
fy no Child was ever either the better or the 


it. I mean that they never read him. For, if they had, 


thoſe of a liberal Condition more eſpecially, could 
not well have eſcap'd without ſome bad Tin&ure or Im- 
preſſion, from ſuch low, vulgar, obſcene Tales, as are to 
be met with in his ſecond Part; where he forſakes ſop, 


throughout the whole, he himſelf 3 of a Fault 
with which he charges others, who have publiſh'd former 
Editions of ſep, (viz.) rather of teaching ns what we 
Jhould not do, than what we . | 
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meet half Way, if it were not for ſomerhing 'in 
Religion, which forbids ſuch an Action; but I verily 
thin Religion i is rather a Pretence than a real Obſtacle ro 
theſe Gentlemen: For I preſume that human Nature is 
much of the ſame Temper now. as it has been from the 
Beginning; and I cannot recolle any Hiſtory which in- 
forms us that Men were more apt to be the immediate 
Joſtruments in extinguiſhing their own Lives, before that 
Particular of Religion was ſo univerſally known, than 
they have been fince. In ſhort, I don't know any Man 


| fo great a Slave to Life as the Man who is often 


wiſhing to dye. Like a peeviſh, froward Child that falls 
out with the Bubby, be is angry with that which he likes 
moſt ; and pret to quarrel] with that Boſom, from 
which ſhould he be taken by Force, he would fill the 
-whole Houſe with Noiſe and Outcry. 


FAB. 


I — 


SOP“ FABLES. 183 
FAB. LXVII. The Lion in Love. 


q 
Vil | hal 1 
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Daughter, as ſhe was tripping over a Lawn, and fell 
in Love with her. Nay, ſo violent was his Paſſion, that 
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young and tender, he muſt agree to let his Teeth be pluck d 
out, and bis Claws cut off, leſt he ſhould burt her, or at 
leaſt frighten her with the Apprebenſions of them. The 
Lion was too much in Love to hefitate; But was no 
ſooner depriv'd of his Teeth and Claws, than the treache- 
rous Foreſter, inſtead of a Wife, made towards him with 
The 


a huge Club, and knock d his Brains out. 
G 2 


"o# 


OI 


. 


* rn FABLES. | 


THT 
Weil 


en 


MING 


a 


11 


1117 ans 


e 


& Fe 
MA 


10 % 1 


the APPLICATION. 


W 


TE 


d * _ * 2 * N 4 * 
1 * AF” , V. I. ot »\* * * * 
* % 


* 


* 
- - 


= N | 
; 


Hee 


«Op hn 


5 


FAB: LXVHI. The Lioneſs and the Fox. 


- 


SOP FABLES. 


3 


4 


* . 
Mo * 


ite 


2 Th. 


l -<-  Y 


— 
© 


„ 


— — — 


* 


0 - 
* — — — —— —— — 


4 LY _ 


- — 
F 
* . * 


16 X SOP FABLES. 

and, often : but what are they? Foxes. I indeed have but 
one at a Time, but remember that this One is a Lion 
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Our Productions, of whatſbever Kind, are not to be 
eſteem d ſo much by the Quantity as the Quality of them. 
'Tis not being employ'd much, but well and to the Pur- 
poſe, which makes us uſeful to the Age we live in, and 
celebrated by thoſe which are to come. As it ina Mis- 
fortune. to the Countries which are ĩufeſted with them, 
for Foxes and other Vermin to multiply among them; fo, 
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Kind iocreaſe ſo ſail as they do. > 
But the moſt obvious Meaning of this Fable; and which, 
I cannot omit, is the Hiat it gives us in relation to Au- 
thars. Theſe Gentlemen ſhould be very cautious how tbey 
attempt to raiſe themſelves a Reputation by enumergting 
the Catalogue of their Productions: Since there is more 
Glory in having written one tolerable Piece, than a thou- 
ſand indifferent ones: And whoever has had the 
Fortune to pleaſe in one Performance of this kind, ſhould 
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Te APPLICATION. , 
15 Fable points mueh the ſame Way 2s the fixty 
Durth, ſo that one Moral may very well for both. . } 
But the Lefſon they teach is ſo uſeful and inſtructive, that © 
a Repetition of it is by no means ſyperfiuous. 'The Pre- 
cept which they would inſtil into us, is, Never to ler'flip —; 
the preſent Opportuvity, but to ſecure to our ſelves every 
little Advantage juſt in the Nick that it offcrs, without a. 
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fits with hoping for that which we cant 
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to thoſe that do. There are many Men, who appear we- 
terrible and big in their manner of expreſſing them- 
Ives, and, if you could be perſuade to poke their own-. 
Word for it, we perſect Lions; who, if one takes the 
Pains to inquire a little into their true Nature. are as ar- 
rant Aſſes as ever bray c. x 
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N old Fellow was feeding an Aſs in a fine green 
Meadow; and being alarm'd with the ſudden Ap- 
| proach of the Enemy, was impatient with the Aſs to put 
bim{lf forward, and fly with all the Speed that he wes 


| r Io 
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Why 


then, ſays the Afs, I'll not ſtir an Inch: for what is it to 
TION. 


Cc 
ch in the 
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Enemy would clap two Pair of Panniers upon his Back. 
The Man faid, No; there is no fear of that. 
me who my Maſter is, fince I ſhall but carry my Panniers 
as uſual? 


able. The Aſs ask'd him, whether or no he 
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The Father taking them both in his Arms, 
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FAB. LXXVI. The Collier and the Fuller. 
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iental 


his bright 1 
tranſparent 


e an or 


. bow eafily do we overlook the reſt, and 
not by 2 
Stones, but 
magination, his clear Rea- 
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fide, which is common to 


value him, 
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Friendſhips. For tho we are ever ſo well diſpos d our 
ſelves, and happen to be ever ſo free from Vice and De- 
bauchery, yet if thoſe, with whom we frequently con- 
2 din a lewd wicked A io 


, who are ſteering. 
Courſe, w — — . * not only dür 
vantage, ut would Deſtruction. ws 4 
All che virtue we tan boaſt of will not be ſufficient! 
to inſure us, if we embark in ſuch Compariy; For, 
tho' our Philoſophy were as we could” our 
ſclves from Antes and infected with their Man- 


ners, yet their ill Name would twiſt and entwine it ſelf 

with ours in ſo intricate a Fold, that the World 

not take the Trouble to urravel and ſeparate them; 
1 2 
People were mple as to refuſe it want ef proper 
Credentials. rr 
ſent the Affront fo bighly, as never to come near them, _ 
more: which would be too great a Diſappointment, for 
the faireſt Part of the terr al Globe Beſides, the 
— — — Reputations are of a ſubtle nſimuat- 

exture, like Water that which is deriv'd from tha 
| if it chances to mix with a tool Current. 
En, pak of he © Stream 0 
ture, mu ver Fro . Con 
dition of its Aſſociate. 
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ſhould we get out again? .. . 5 
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The APPLICATION. 
The Moral of this Fable is intended to put us in Mind 
10 look before we leay. That we ſhould not undertake any 
Action of Importance without conſidering firſt what the 
Event of it is like to prove, and how we ſhall be able to 
come off, upon ſuch and ſuch Proviſos. A good General 
does not think he diminiſhes any thing of his Character, 
when be looks forward beyond the main Action, and con- 
: certs . 
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derte Meaſures, in caſe there ſhould be Occaſion, for a 


hacdfome and a fafe Retreat. 
ne 
13 r 
ving, Gami which terminate 
he of theſe that follow them, qd moliyowing 
Neglect of this Precaution. * Wicked Coynſellors 
wiviſe, an Wo lm dw IS 
ofren repent. are begun 
this blind Stupidity, rom which a — 
tricate it ſelf with cither Honour ; and Projects 
confider'd were to get out, plung' 
themſelves i OE — 4 — 

O South-Sea! what an haſt thou afforded of 
that deteſtable Temerity of which I am ! Was 
it want of Forecaſt in thy ors, or of clear Sight 
in thy numerous Vottries, which involy'd the latter in 
— — Difficulties ? * , 2 if 
l eſcape thoſe ſevere w . 
— * to their Country's 
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* ay Sor uy og thy other Deg 
and grow at t pproach o 

n but this flouriſhes under gray Hairs, and triumphs 
amidſt Impotence and Infirmity. All our other ings, 
have ſomething or other to be ſaid in Excuſe for t X 
let them be at what time of Life  ſoever. - But it 


His Treaſure is as uſeleſs to him as a b Ay we r-ſhells; 
rr ſures it is 2- 
ned cnet i dad 7 > nbd dmc 
tute of Mony to all Jateats Purpoſes, as the Man 
who is not worth a Grat. 22 

This is the true Statt of a'covetous Perſon. But when 
we have ſaid all, fince Pleaſure ing to a Man's own 


ight to ſome particular People from the bare Poſſeſſi- 
of Riches, tho' they do not, nor ever intend to make 


rely 
s thus cloſcly purſue what they eſteem the 
ann Rn | Fs 
41 — a» ons tat cad. cory Gees fem 
„were it but compatible wi anocence. 

But here ariſes the Miſchief, a truly covetous Man will 

ö ſtick at nothing to attain his Ends; and when once Avs- 


rice takes the Field, Honeſty, Charity, Humanity, and. 
to be brief, every Virtue, which oppoſes it, is ſure to be 
put to the Rout. | ; 
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HERE was a old, Oak, 

Top of which an Eagle had buile her Neſt; « wil 
Cat inhabited a Hole in the middle; and, in the hollow 
Part at Bottom, was a Sow with a whole Litter of Pigs. 
A happy Neighbourbood ; and might have continued 
ſo, had it not been for the wicked Infinuations of the 
curſed malicious Cat. For, firft of all, up ſhe crept to 
the Eagle; and, Lord! Neighbour, fays ſhe, we ſhall be all 
undone here : that deviliſh Sow yonder does nothing but 
lie routing at the Foot of the Tree; o'my Conſcience ſhe 
intends to grup it up, that ſhe may the more eaſily come 
at our young Ones, But, for my Part, I'll take care of 
my own Concerns; you may do as ybu pleaſe; but I'll, 
watch her Motions, tho' T ſtay at home this Month for 
it. When ſhe had faid this, which, to be ſure, put the 
Eagle into a horrid Tweague, down ſhe went and made a 
- Viut to the Sow at the Bottom: and, putting on a ſor- 
xowful Face, I hope, ſays ſhe, you don't intend as a2 
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thoroughly i 
ng a bad Neighbour, ſhould guard himſelf 
SIE — — 
* inquiſitive. Bafy- 
r 


the ſize of a Camel, and ſwell a Mobebill up to a Moun - 


min. 
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T where he could not come at him, ask'd him, what 


delight he could take to skip from one Precipice to ano- 
ther, all Day, and venture the breaking of his Neck every 
Moment; I wonder, fays he, you won't come down, and 
feed on the Plain here, where there is ſuch Plenty of good 
Graſs, and fine ſweet Herbs. Why, replies the Goat, I 
cant but fay your Opinion is right; but you look ſo very 
hungry and deſigning, that, to tell you the Truth, I dont 


. Gare to venture my Perſon where you are. 


Te APPLICATION. 
Advice, tho” in it ſelf, is not to be us'd, when it 


is given by à tricking ſelf· intereſted Man. Perhaps we 


ſhould take upon our ſelves, not only a very great, but an 
unneceſſary Trouble, if we were to ſuſpect every Man 
who goes to adviſe us; But this however is neceſſary, 
that, when we have Reaſon to queſtion any one in Point 
of Honeſty and Juſtice, we not only conſider well 
before we ſuffer our ſelves to be perſuaded b 

him, but even reſolve to have nothing to do in ny Af 
1 L 
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fair, where ſuch treacherous ſi ppery Sparks are concern'd, 
if we can avoid it without much Inconvenience. 


HE Lion, hearing an odd kind of a hollow Voice, 
and ſceing no body, ſtarted up; he liſten'd again, and 
perceiving the Voice to continue, even trembled and quak'd* 
Fear. At laſt, ſeeing a Frog craw] out of the Lake, 
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in the Dark. Theſe Notions are ingrafted in our Minde 
very early; we fuck them in with our Nurſe's Milk ; and 
therefore it is the more difficult, when we are 
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our 
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calls them, fabule Manes; and Ovid, in 
thageras, addrefſing himſclf to Mankind, ſays 


- Fear is a natural Paſſion; and its Uſe is, to put us upon 
our Guard agaicſt „by alarming the Spirits. Now 
A in a ſtate of Subjection; for 
ho they are good, uſeful Servants, yet, if once they get 
a-head, they prove the moſt dominecring Tyrants i 
nable: nor do any of them treat us in fo {laviſh ind 
jet a Manner as that of Fear. It unnerves and enfeebles 
otr Limbs, precipitates or fetters our Underſtanding ; 
and, at the ſame time that it repreſents a Danger near ac 
| hand, difarms and makes us incapable of —— our 
ſelves againſt it. This is the caſe even in reſpect of real 
Dangers, ſuch as Fire, Thieves, or violent Enemies; and, 


be - Butwhen 
the cauſe of our Ahrm is groundleſs, and ſubſiſts no 
where but in our own childiſh Imagination, we ſhould 
not only take care how we expoſe our ſelves upon that 
Account, but reſolve to man 22 
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Reaſon and Fortitude to maintain it againſt the 
Attacks of every little imaginary Phantom; 

Thoſe who have thoroughly reaſon'd the Point, may 
yet retain ſomething of the od Woman in their Mi 
which having taken root too deep to be entirely pluck” 
out, may ſometimes ſurprize them in an Mo- 
ment, and make them ſtart like the Lion in the Fable; 
But then they preſently recolle& theraſelves, and, as be 
did, treat the Object of their Deluſion with the utmoſt 
Scorn and Contempt. 


FAB LXXXIII. 
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fays the Fir-tree, why I look upon my ſelf as the firſt 


upon the Ground, liable to be cruſh'd by every Foot that 
comes near ye, and impoveriſh'd by the luxurious Drippings 
which fall trom my Leaves. All this may be true, re- 
plied the Bramble; But when the Woodman has mark d 
you out for public Uſe, and the ſounding Ax comes to be 
applicd to your Root, I am miſtaken if you would not be 
glad to change Conditions with the very worſt ot us. 


De APPLICATION. 


If the Great were to reckon upon the Miſchiefs to 
which they are expos'd, and poor private Men confider 
the Dangers which they many times eſcape purely by be- 
ing ſo, notwi-bſtandirg the ſeeming Difference there ap- 
pears to be between them. it would be no ſuch eaſy Mat- 
ter, as moſt People think it, to derermin which Condi- 
tion is the more preferable. A reaſonable Man would de- 
chre in Favour of the latter, withour the leaſt hefiration, 
as knowing upon what a ſteady aad fafe Security it is 
eſtabliſh'd, For, as Horace ſays, h 

Spins venti: agitatur ingens ; 

Pines ; & celſe graviore caſu 

Decidunt twurres ; ſeriuntque 

Fulmama monies. 

The higher a Man is exalted, the fairer Mark he gives, 
and the more unlikely he is to eſcape a Storm. 
W bat lirtle Foundation therefore has the teſt Fa- 
vorite of Fortune to behaye bimſelt with Infolence to 
thoſe below him; whoſe Circumſtances, tho he is ſo 
clated with Pride as to deſpiſe them, are, in the Eye of 
every prudent Man, more eligible than his own, and ſuch 
as he himſcif, when the day of Account comes, will 
wiſh he had never exceeded. For, as the Riches which 
theſe overgrown great Ones call the Goods of Fort 
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we ſeldom any other than the Goods of the Publ'c, which 
ve im feloniouſly taken, public 
Idler ä — . 1 
ever their Life may have been, their Death is a8 igno- 


minous and unpitied, as that of the meaneſt and moſt 
obſcure Thief. 


and a Goat. | A 
11 AAA. 
11 is very inhuman to deny Succour and Comfort to 
People in Tribulation; but to inſult them, and add ta the 
— WY Weight 
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weight of their Misfortunes, is ſomething ſuperlatively 
— * cruel. There is, however, in the World, a 
= A hone ng 7 8 — vile Temper, that wait for 
ing their Neighbour's Affli- 
828 nnd ter 2 — of their evil Inclinat ions 
till they can do it to the beſt Advantage. If any one la- 
bours under an five Law-ſuit, leſt he eſcape 
from that, one of theſe Gentlemen will take care to ar- 


reſt him in a ſecond — ho 2 to keep him at 


Bays while the more verſary attacks him on 
the other fide. One can't confider this Temper without 
ing ſomething remarkably cowardly in it; for theſe 

Ming oniſts never begin their Encounter, till 
* Perſon they aim at is already oves- 


| FAB. LXXXV. l 
The Fowler and the Blackbird 


—— 
— ArnHir—qqnqrncrgq Fr 22722: — 


Fowler was placing his Nets, and putting his Tackle 
in order, by the ſide of a Copſe; when a Blackbird, 
who a him, had the Curiolity to enquire what he was 


doing. Says he, I am building a City for you Birds to 


. live 
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was taken. the Man came 
him, If this, Gays he, be your Faich and 
Cities you build, I am of Opinion 


for their own private Incereſts, are 
t of all that will come into them. And 
to ſuch the Blackbird truly ſpeaks, . when he affirms that 
EreQtors of ſuch Schemes will fiad but few to ſtick by 


them at the long Run... 

nſt it, as ſomthing very baſe and dif- 
honeſt, when "of a dFeretit Nation, and even our 
Enemies, break the Faith which they have publicly 
plighted, and trick us out of our Properties. Dut what 
muſt we call it, when Governors themſelves circumvent 
their own People, and, contrary to the Terms upon which 
they are admitted to govern, contrivs Traps and Gins to 
catch and inſhare them in? Such Governors may ſucceed 
tn their Plot the firſt Time; but muſt not be ſurpriz'd if 
thoſe who have once eſcap'd their Clutches, - never have 


Opinion enough of them to truſt them for the future. 
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Te APPLICATION. 

This Fable is to put us in mind, that we ſhould intend 
ſomething uſeful and beneficial in all our Actions. To 
undertake Things with noother View but that of 
» whatever ſome curious Dreamers may fancy, 


—— nn i i 
ot ar far as we are endeavouring 
make ſome Good or other the Ai 


upon in this Fable ; where the Attribute of Wiſdom ap- 
pears by a public Act of Settlement, to be iar eſted in 
their Sex. I have not inſpected their Behaviour enough 
hitherto, to atteſt that they follow the Example of P 
in always doing things rather for Profit than Vanity; But I 
have obſcrv'd that, in the Choices they make, they never 
fail of having the youre ard to thoſe T. ings which 
are moſt likely to be fruitful, let the Call of Glory be 
ever ſo ſtreng on the other fide. 


FAB. 
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FAB. LXXXVII. 
Bramble. 
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* 
juſt in the midſt 


to have made me ſerve your turn, I know; but take this 
piece of Advice with you for the future, Never lay hold 
of a Bramble again, as you tender your ſweet Perſon; for, 
laying hold, is a Privilege that belongs to us Brambles, 

and we don't care to let it go out of the Family. 

The APPLICATION. 

Impertinent People, who are moſt apt to take Liber- 
ties with others, are generally the moſt ſurpriz d. it they 
are retorted . with any Severity; tho' they, of all 
People, bave the leaſt reaſon to expect Quarter. It cannot 
but be pleaſant to iadifferent Spectators, when they ſee 
one of this Fraternity meet with his Match, and beat at 
his own Weapons. He that is known to be an il] Man 
| | may 
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may be hurt unpitied ; his Misfortunes are conferr'd up- 
nn oa look ee Pic, bares 
t look u im as an Ob) ity, but an 
Inis of Juſtice. 
| This Fable has an Eye to a Moral which has been al- 
ready drawn from ſome others: and adviſes us to becau- 
tious whom we lay hold on, or meddle with, in too fa- 
or, 
q 


miliar a Way: For, thoſe who can lay hold again, and 
perhaps are ualified for it than our are 
carefully to be avoided. Z 


FAB. LXXXVIII. The Cat and the Mice. 
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laſt they got a Cat, who catch'd and cat every 
ſome of them. The Mice finding their Numbers 
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you there? the Duce take you! 
with you, tho' your Skin were 
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m our too great Credulity. They that 
know how to be ſuſpectſul, without hurting or expoſing 
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i 


A Fox being hard hunted, and having run a long 
was quite tir d. At laſt he ſpied a Country Fellov 


£80 P's oy yp, on 


ina Wood,to whom he applied 
agar ag rung es ag rho in his Ca 
till the Dogs were gone by. The Man conſented, and t 
Fox went and cover'd bimſelf up cloſe in.a Corner of the 
 Hovel. Preſently the Hunters came up, and enquir'd of 
Man, if he had ſeen the Fox. No, fays he, I have 
ſeen him indeed: But all the while he pointed with 


Finger to the Place where the Fox was hid. Howe- 
ths Wenane Bt cce nntutind tim. te alt ef 
Dogs, and went another Way. Soon after, the Fox, 
creeping out of his Hole, was going to ſneak off; when 
the Man, calling after him, ask'd him, if that was his, 
Manners, to go away without thanking his BenefaCtor, to 
whoſe Fidelity he ow'd his Life. Reynard, who had 
pore all the while, and ſeen what had paſs'd, anſwer'd, 

know what Obligations I have to you well enough; 
and I aſſure you, if your Actions had but been agreeable 
to your Words, I ſhould have endeavour'd, however unca- 
pable of it, to have return'd you ſuitable Thanks. 


Te APPLICATION. 
is a woſt beautiful Virtue; but there are 


| ſorne, whoſe Natures are ſo poor. ſpirited, — 2 
be will 


the 
not 
his 
ver 


that they are not capable of exerting it. 
a Man be fteady and conſtant in Mo AG 
deſerve the Name ot fincere. 2 
tho? more violent and terrible, is not however ſo odious 
end deteſtable as a falſe Friend. To pretend to keep ano» 
,o while under- 
hand we are giving Lo oe their Enemies, is 
ranchers, — I will not fay what Sex 
they are of, but there are ſome People in the World 
dextrous at this kind of Defamation; and can, w 
they ſeem moſt vebement in the Commendation or 
Defence of 2 Friend, throw out a Hint which ſhall lab 
their R 22 — than the moſt malicious Wea- 
Fon brandiſh'd at them in a public Manner could have 


capable of doing. 
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In ſhort, if we would be fincere our ſelves, or defire 
our Acquaintance ſhould be ſo, we ſhould either openly 
oppoſe the Man whoſe Conduct we don't like, or be en- 
tirely filent about it. To defire, that he ſhould think we 
favour him, and the reſt of the World that we abborand 
deteſt him, is an Indication of a ſervile, mean Spirit. 
And by the fame Teſt we may know our true Friends, 
and who are proper Objects of our Eſteem, For he, who; 
to our Face, gives Aſſurances of his Atrachment and Fi- 
delity to our Intereſt, and gives us up to the Contempt 
or may of the World behind our Back, is leſs wor- 
thy of a in our Friendſhip, than he that robs upon 
the Highway. | 

— em qui rodit amicum; 
2 non deſendit alis culpante; ſoluto: 


* 


id captat riſus hominum f. ve dic cis; 
G SES 
z Sic niger eſs, its Romane caters. 
I Hor. Sat 4. Lib. 7. 
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matter, it 
Rule of its being out of Faſhion. 


r Honeſty 


For that 
hear 
fallible 


164 ASO P. FABLES. 


, was ſleeping by the fide of a Well. Fortune 
AZ him. and hee ann him: faying, Pr'ythee, 
00d Child, don't lie fleeping here ; for if you ſhould 
AA ins, no body would impute it to you, but lay all the 


Te APPLICATION. 

Poor Fortune has a great deal thrown ns her indeed; 
I wonder ſhe takes it ſo patiently as ſhe does. Thoſe of 
our Actions which are attended with Succeſs, tho' often 
owing to * | t 28 we aſcribe. without 
any Scruple, to ſome parti crit or Quality, in 
— dvr, but when any of our Doings ny though 
probably through our own Inſufficiency or Neglect, all 
the ill 2 is imputed to Fortune, and we acquit 

our ſelves of having contributed any thing towards ir. 
They that loſe their Eſtates at Play, indeed ſeem to have 
a tolerable Claim to this Excuſe; and accordingly ſeldom 
fa to load their ill Luck with Curſes and Imprecations. 
But, conſidering how many Sharpers make a Trade of 
gaming, and have no other Livelihood but what they pick 
out 
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out of the Pockets of thoſe with whom t 
that ventures much at 4 public Table, nd 
ney, can, in truth, blame nothing but his own 
Stupidity ; which rr N 
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— with Skill to fleece every ſerpth 
— who truſts 2 
bor e 4 | 


und have nothing oi co 6 ily 
10 fy in Be cy 


a Fate in thing, and there's no 
> P 


N. 


more than their Share, and to aſeribe the ill Succeſs of 
their own tool:iſh Negotiations to the of 
Fortune, Probably, the firft Occaſion of confining the 
ſmiles of Fortune 8 People of this Stamp more particu- 
krly, might ,ariſe from the Improbability of their — 
 ceeding by any Art, or right Application of their © 

And therefore, by an oppoſite Rule, the wiſe and I 
duſtrious only ſhould be intitled to ill Luck, and have it 
In their Poms ro charge Fortune with every Loſs and 
Croſs which befals them : For if, when they have con- 
certed their Meaſures judiciouſly, and been vigilsnt and 
active in their Buſineſs, Matters — ſtill to anſwer Ex- 
peRation, they muſt be allow'd to have very bard For- 
tune. But Fools, as nine in ten of us are, have not the 
leaſt Right to take hold of this Handle. 

N. B. None of thoſe who ſufferd in. the S. . are to 
bring in their Damages to the Account of Fortune. For, 
tho I grant they were impos'd upon'by thoſe who ought 
to have us d them better, yet becauſe they ſhut their Eyes, 
and had an implicit Faith, which is a Crime I never for- 
give, 1 wmuſt curer them in my Inventory under the * 
ot Wols which Kuaves «0 work with, | | 
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People, upon the Acceſſion of a iful Fortune, to in- 
vent a Creft, a Coat of Arms, anda Family! Things, 


which their Father, bo perhaps knew not how to ſpell 


his Name, little thought of. 
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an Epitaph, 


our own, 
t Purpoſe, 


t want a Fa- 


ingenious Poet of 
z becauſe it makes for my 
Merit 


late 


I will take the Liberty of addi 
made by 


himſelf 
by being an Tnſtance that Men of 


To this 
to be 
ily to fupport their Credit. 


Heralds and Comiers, 


Leave; 
Skew Priar, 
| or Naſſau go 
1 hall conclude with obſerving, that as a Man 
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A Son of Adam aud 
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and going off, added, with a Sneer You, a King t 


not underſtand Trap! 


Th APPLICATION. 
A filly Fellow ſhould never deſire to be a King: for if 
be were, in the End, it would prove 28 inconvenient to 
himſelf, as diſadvantageous to the Public. To be quali- 
fied for ſuch an — oy Office of the laſt Imp--rtance 
to Mankind, the P ſhould be of the moſt-conſ.m- 
mate Prudence — 2 Integrity ;. 1 * 
impoſe upon ot and too penetrating to be impos' 
; hors y acquainted with che [owe and Genius 


* 


i 


were to particular Perſons, and "thei 

Deed of the 
Pohle, might 
2 . . 
w 

Hands of Pi „ 
that all Thing be fi jent to 
ey SE . 


wo AMSOPs FABLES. 
FAB. XCIV. The Mole and ber Dam. 
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me APPLICATION. 

It is wonderful, that Affeſtation, thar odiqds Quality, 
ſhould have been always ſo common and epidemical; 
fince it is not more diſagreeable to others, than hurtful to 
the Perſon that wears it. By Affectation, we aim at be- 
ing thought to poſſeſs ſome Accompliſhment which we 
have not, or, at ſhewing what we have, in a conceited 
oſtentatious Manner, Now this we may be aſſur'd of, 
that among diſcerning People at leaſt, when we endea- 
your at any thing of this Kind, inſtead of ſucceeding in 
the-Attempt, we detract from fome real Poſſeſſion, and 
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mile Qualities, that would otherwiſe pals well 

appear nauſeous and fulſom. g _— 
fn Panther i yep goed fg ed wel 

ſelf to Pein, that he may appear to tread firm, and 

ſtrong and upri A Man defective in his Eyes, run 

gainſt a Poſt, rather than confeſs * 

one that is deaf, miſtaking every thing you ſay,” rather 

than you ſhould ſuſpect he cat't hear? ?' Yer perhaps theſs 

things are done every ; and imitated, in ſome other 

Affectation, by the very that laugh ar them. 

I will add no more, but only beg of the Ladiesto take 
this into Confadetation und, 2 14 
Charms too well to part with them defigned] 
them to remember, That, every time they 5 ore 
real Grace, they loſe a ſubſtantial Beauty. 
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nard, ſays the Bear; but we ſhould ſcour up our Arms 
while we hav Leiſure, you knowy far in time of Dan- 
der, we ſhall have ſomething elle to do. 
] The APPLICATION. 


| He that is not idle when be is at Leiſure, may 
＋— in is neceſſary ore- 3 v 
the times comes fr hmm to make ut of them, he mayu' 
vo tn 6 wy ent. 6 nn, 
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The old Woman and the empty Cask. 
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It is, at once, © pleafing and a melancholy Idea which 
is given us by the View of an old Man or Woman, whoſe 
Converſation is reliſhing and agreesble. We can't forbear 
repreſenting to our ſeſves how inexpreſſibly char 
thoſe mutt have been, in the Flower of Youth, w 
Decay is capable of yielding us ſo much Pleaſure, Nor, 
at the ſame rime, can we help repining that this Foun- 

in of Deli ere od. 
Che wn » 4s the 44 eee it bw in 

eateſt Abundance, was 2 
&d with the Work. 
It is no difficult matter to form a juſt Notion of what 
. eee 
your WS Un remain even in the laſt Old Age, 
may Tag can never render 2 Perl either con- 

n ye of a reaſonable Man: 

Bar dark as we — that time of Life, much 
the fame t 
their better 
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. What lutle Villains muſt ſubmit to Fate 
That great ones may enjoy the World in State. 


What a ſad Thing js it to reflect (and the more {ad be- 
cauſe not to be remedied) that a Man may rob the Pub- 
lic of Millions, and eſcape at laſt; when be that is taken 
picking a Pocket of five Sbillings, unleſs he knows bow 
to make a Friend, is ſure to ſwing fer it. pA 


FAB.XCVIIL The Owl andthe Graſhopper. 
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9 But 2 
22 would not let her * 
her with very indecent and uncivil Lan- 
— — — 
nights to get her Living, and ſhur her felt up all day in 
a hollow Tree. The Ow! defir'd ber to hold her T 


off; but all to no purpoſe: She ſtill 'grew worſe and worſe. 
The Ow], vext at the Heart to find that all ſhe ſaid weat 
hana. c 
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Te APPLICATION _ 

is ſo full of Accidents and Uncertginties, that, with - 
+ Preczution we uſe, ye can never be {aid to be en- 
free from Dar And tho” there is but one Way 
us to come into 
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FAB. CIII. The Sow and the Bitch. © 
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Te APPLICATION. 


more Haſte the worſe Speed, is a moſt excellent Pro- 
verb, and worthy to be worn upon ſome conſpicuous Part 
of our Dreſs or Equi that it may give us a | 
Check, when we go t any thing of Im 
which otherwiſe we might be apt to purſue with too 


or otherwiſe defective, when by unnatural Methods we 
22 tech domphrt 2» aa tebas 
ime; 
It was formerly an A much us d by Writers to 
palliate their Faults, if any, That they writ in 
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— ——— cow's oaths 1 
u they . I was anſuns 4 this ab Humour 

had died Sib Mir. Dryules who was much addicted to it: 

But, I took Notice, not without Concern, that it has been 


dy 
mory only, at a Tavern, where 
the Author was not to be had. It thele Gentlemen would 
excuſe themſclyes rightly, they ſhould ſhew us the Ne- 
ceſlity of their being circumſcrib'd by ſuch ber fr 
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bow little Time and Pains they have be- 
ſtow'd upon it: But however, Advertiſements and 
Hints they give- us of in N 

to induce us to take 
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ufineſs: buſy, but 
under 2 voluntary Nerxeſſity; and taking I 
to render the Moral of this Fable uſeleſs there: for it 
Points at all thoſe officious [-natur'd 2 who'a 
eternally running up and down: to ſerve t Friends | 
ng them any gbod: who, by a Complaifanee 
'd or ill applied; diſpleaſe while th-y endea2 
than when t 


: and are” never doing tefs to the Purpoſe, 
ae nioft employd. How many are 
there, who think themſelves intitled 'tÞ good Poſts from 
the Government, only for walking two Hours every Day 
in the Court of Requeſts, inquiring the News of the 
Day of their Acquaintance, and expreſſng a hearty Sa- 
tistactlon, or a deep Concern, as the Account given af- 
There is another Sort, who are ſo concern'd left you 
they over-2& their Part, and arc ever in 2 Hurry; who 
appear at Co Hfee-hoyſes,, and other public Plates; looki 
bout cagerly for one With whom they have 
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and wanting to be ask d ro ſtay, that t have an 
Opportunity of telling you they cannot NM of 
this Caſt always: ſubſcribe their Letters, with a Tours in 
grent Haſte, tho they write to you only becauſe they 
have nothing elſe to do. gp? 

In a Word. this Fable is defign'd for the Reformation. 
of all thoſe who cndeavour to raiſe to themſelves Merit 
and Applauſe from a mifapplied Induftry, *Tis not our” 
being buſy and officious that will-procure us the Eſteem 
of Men of Senſe; but the intendinig- and contriving our 
Actions to ſome noble uſeful Purpoſe, and for the gene- 
ral Good af Mankind, | | | 

FAB. CVI. Tbe Sheep-Biter. 
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a Crime way be, at leaſt, as great as that 
which uſually attends an ordinary one. 

This will be the Caſe in private Inſtances, when we are 
betray d by a Friend or Servant: And, as the Adminiſtra- 
tors of a Nation, of whatever ſort, or how high ſoever 
their Stations may be, are, ſt ictiy ſpeaking, but Servants 
—— 7 nd are extruſted Hee Welfare — 

ppineſs ot a cople, when t are found to 
tray that Truſt, aj. hy oh upon the Vitals of thoſe 
whom they were employ'd to protect, they ſhould think 
themſelves us d with Tenderneſi and Clemency, if they 
_ no greater Puniſhment for their Offences, than what 


y executed upon ordinary common Robbers, 
F AB. CVII. The Thief and the Dog. 


r Houſe in the Night, 
was difturd'd in his Attempt 1 
who kept barking at him coatinually. Upon which 

Think, lning co ag bs dowth, Sper as 6 Fun ef 
Bread : But the Dog refus'd it with Indignation; telling 
him that, before, he only ſuſpected him to be an ill Man; 
but now, upon ks ofring to to bribe him, 1 
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FAB. CVIII. 2 Harper. 
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which many a vain unthinki 
himſelf to the World. A 
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Wine, who would not be fit to open his Mouth in a Se- 


if 
it 


? © 
Z 


fe 


4 
80 


Crab-fiſh to go 

| ®. wards; However, a Mather Crab one day ſcheol'd her 
Daughter, and was in a great Paſſion with her for her un- 
toward 
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toward awkward Gait, which ſhe deſir d her to alter, and 
not to move in a Faſhion fo contradictory to the reſt of 
the World. Indeed Mother, ſays the young Crab, I Walk 
as well as ever I can for my Life; but, if you would 
have me go otherwiſe, for God's Pn 
firſt, and ſhew me, by your own” Example, you. 
would have me behave my ſelf. | | 
Te APPLICATION. 

The Man who is ſo im as to rebuke others for 
the Misbehaviour of which he himfelf is guilty, muſt be 
either a Hypoerite, a ſenſeleſs Creature, or an im 
Fellow Nx that A _ 3 
wrong particulars. , at time, 
and DetreQion, One would think 


ſo prone to 

that who err ſo notoriouſly and frequently them- 
b 7 

ous 


ng, than offici- 
in ing at the Faults of their Fellow-finners: 
— conhdering that ir is natural to be miſ- led by our 
ons and Appetites into ſome Exceſs or other, but un- 
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Ou te þrevideas eculi; mals muniF';, 
Cur is iran wittts _ —— 


Q ant aquila, a ſerpems Epidaurins? Hor. 


to find Fark with others, yet we muſt have a great ſhare 


of Impudence, if we can bear to do it while we know 
our ſelves liable to the fame Imputations. Example is a 
thauſand times more inſtructive, or at leaſt perſuaſive, than 
Precept; For, tho' the Rules for Virtue were even more 
preſſing and numerous than they are, yet let but the Fa- 
ſhion run upon Vice, as it moſt commonly does, and you 
ſee how ready and conformable the World ſhews it ſelf 
to every Part of it. 
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Man was felling a Tree on the Bank of 4 River z 

and, by chance, let his Hatchet ſlip out of his Hand, 
which dropt into the Water, and irmmetine ſunk fo the 
ing therefore in great Diſtreſs loſs of 


+4 


Bottom. 
his Tool, be down and bemoan'd himſelf. moſt la- 
Upon this, appear'd to him, and, 


being inform'd of the cauſe of his Complaint, div'd to 
the Bottom of the River, and coming up again ſhew'd 
the Man a golden Hatchet, demanding if that were 
his. He denied that it was. Upon which Mercury div d 
a ſecond time, and brought up a filver one. The Man 
refus d it, alledging likewiſe that this was not his. He 
div'd a third time, and fetch'd up the individual Hatchet 
the Man had loſt; upon Si which the poor Wretch 
was overjoy'd, and took it with all Humility and Thank- 
fulneſs. Mercury was fo pleas d with the Fellow's Ho- 
neſty, that he gave him the other two into the bargain, 
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ily requir'd if 
upon account of this, 
provided his other Ty 


t the honeſt Man, 


never was a Religion but 
s; If we examine it 


ient, 


8 
g 
= 


7 
any other, 
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hearing one of the- Wheels of his 
'd; but more eſpecially when 
he perceiy'd that it was the worſt Wheel of the whole 
Set, and which he thought had but little Pretence to take 
ſuch a Liberty. But, upon his demanding the Reaſon 
why it did fo, the Wheel replied, that it was natural for 
People, who labour d under any Affliction or Infirmity, to 
complain. 
The APPLICATION. 
Tho we naturally deſire to ive Vent to the fullneſs of 
_ —_— —— — 8 wit Grief, and th by us 
tering our Complaints we may ui to move t m- 
poten of thoſe that hear us, — every thing conſider d, 
is beſt to repreſs and keep them to our z or, if 
we muſt let our Sorrow ſpeak, to take care that it is done in 
Solirude and Retirement. What the Poets mention as a 
uſual Thing with Lovers, would not be amiſs in thoſe 
who are under any froward Calamity which cannot be 
kept quict, to utter it to the Woods and Mountains, and 
« is 
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Te APPLICATION. 
This is a Fable of 3 R 
ik as the ancient Mythologiſts ſay, it is q to fig- 
no more than, That where fair means will not do, 
foul muſt be m d. . 
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4 ſteing a Wolf below, nann 

| Upon which, the Wolf, looki replied, 
* your ſelt, vain Creature, upon thinking y. 
"me; for I look upon this ill Language not as 
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APPLICATION. 
To rail ive ill is very not 
r articular, but Men in nor 
can we cafily determin whether or are 
moſt wanting, in the Perſon who is given to uſe it. 
Now, when an is ſo 
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Vacancy, either to conſider with himſelf who had deſerv'd 
beſt of their Country, or to inquire, and be inform'd by 
thoſe whom he could truſt. But, as this is ſeldom or never 
panes no wonder that we find the Names of Men of 

ttle Merit oftentimes mentian'd in the public Prints, 3s 
advanc'd to confiderable Stations, who were un 
being known to the Publick any other way. 


FAB. CXVI. The Wolf and the Kid. 
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The Wolf, the Fox, and the Ape. 
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W F's Acculation, and denied Fact. So, after a fair 


Te APPLICATION. 
A Man that has once blemiſh'd his Credit 


will not be beliey'd for the future, even he te Nl 
ſpeak the Truth. One would think the Confideration of 
is ſhould be ſome Obſtruction to lying and cheating, 
and a Diſcouragement to the Profe ſſors of that Faculty. 
Whoever 


at SOP FABLES. 


Whoever is detected of deliberate Falſhood, al- 
tho* no Cognizance is had of it ©. Public, will yet 
be for ever deteſted by the honeſt diſcrete part of his Ac- 
quaintaace: and tho' he eſcape all manner of Pe- 
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FAB. CXIX. 25. Boy and his Mother. 
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Actions of one whoſe Education has been deficient as to 
this Point, ne queſtion but a juſt Share of it will be laid, 
by the great Judge of the World, to the Charge of thoſe 
who were, or ſhould have been, his Inſtructors. 


FAB. CXX. The Wolves and the lick Afs.” 


came out and told them, That his Mother was 
ter than they deſir d. 


The APPLICATION. 


The charitable Viſits which are made to many fick 
People, proceed from much the fame Motive with that 
which prevaiłd upon the Wolves to pay their Duty to 
the fick Aſs; namely,. that they may have the Poſſeſſion 
of their Remains, and feaſt themſelves upon the Revere 
ſion of their Perſonals. We cannot therefore, without 

. Pleaſure, 
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d to outlive the Summer, 
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ſuch Fruits as may ſupply his Neceſſities in Winter; ſo, 
"Youth is the Time of Life which we ſhould employ and 
beſtow in laying in ſuch a Stock of all kind of Neceſſa- 
ries, as may ſuffice tor the craving Demands of helpleſs 
old Age. Yet notwithſtanding the truth of this, there 
are many of thoſe, which we call rational Creatures, who 
live in a Method quite oppoſite to it, and make it their 
Buſineſs to ſquander away in a profuſe Prodigality what- 
ever they get in their younger Days; a it he lofi 

of Age would require no Supplies to fi 
kaft, would find them adminiſter'd to i 
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to loſe any preſent Opportunity of providing againft the 
Ferre el and Acciients of "Life. * While b apd 
agg Vigour of our Age remain firm and in- 
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Whoever therefore think fit to ſpend” the Prime of 
their Life in uſeleſs Diver ſions and unprofirable Amuſe- 
ments, muſt not be ſurpriz'd if, in the hoary Winter of 
Age, they find themſelves in a ſtarviag unpitied Condi- 
tion. bj | 
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The Aſs, the Lion, and the Cock. 
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in the ſame Place, of a ſudden « 

Lion approaching them. This Beaſt is reported, above all 

things, to have an Averſion, or rather Antipathy, to the 

that he no ſooner heard the Voice 
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Te APPLICATION. 

many, who out of an Ambition to appeir 

to new themſelves Men of Fire, Spi- 

Zut theſe being Qualities of which they 
generally 
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FAB. CXXIII. 25. Ape and the Fox. 
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his Tail as long as he-liv'd, than deprive (þimſelf of the 
leaſt Bit, to cover the Ape's. naſty ftinking/Poſteriors, 
Te APPLICATION. 

One can't help confidering the World, in the Particu- 
lar of the Goods of Fortune, as a kind of Lottery; in 
which ſome ſewy are intitled to Prizes of different De- 
greets; others, and thoſe by much the greateſt Part, come 
off with little or nothing. Some, like the Fox, have 
even larger Circumſtances than they know what to do 
with, inſomuch that they are rather a Charge and la- 

L 4 cumbrance, 
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enmbrance, than of any true Uſe and Pleaſure to them. 
Others, like the poor Ape's Caſe, are all Blank; not hav- 
ing been ſo lucky as to draw from the Wheel of For- 
tune, wherewith to cover their Nakedneſs, and live with 
tolerable theſe thi inag 
mealure, by Providence, to the blind uncertain ſhuffle of 
Chance, is reaſonable to conclude from the unequal Di 
ſriburion of chem; for there is ſeldom any Regard 
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to their Capacities, and to the Rydiments of E- 
cation which _ * moſt ſtrongly _—_ 


Horace, than. whom. none ever had.a more delicate and re- 
fad » adviſes us to conſult our ſelves in all our 
Undertakings, and never to do or ſay any thing which 
does not run — and. with the Grain. Bur. the i * 
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ir, rather than be diſappointed, he ? 
the true Intereſt of his Country ; and afterwards, 
not how, with a skill in the Art of 
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If theſe Miſcreants were to ſuffer the ſame Fate 
the Bat, and be doom'd to appear 
we ſhould ſometimes be ivd 
ces in the great diurnal Aſſemblies of the Nation, But, 
am afraid, the Streets would rattle, as much as ever, 
nights; and the great Number of Flambeaux which would 
attend the Coaches and Chairs of Diſtinction, would illu- 
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FAB. CXXVI. De Bear and the Bechives. 


Bear, climbing over the Fence into a 
' Brew wer: kept, began to plunder the Hi 


te APPLICATION. 


= and great are the Injuries. of which ſome Mea 
ily towards others, for. the ſake of Pra 


ket naſty, liquoriſh Appetite, How. often 

mily been plung'd in Di and Anguiſh, becauſe — 
of its Daoghters has prov'd handſame enough to excite a 
lawleſs Paſſion in the "Breaſt of ſoche banden d Perſon of 
Quality, her Neighbour ! Faris not only broke thro? the 
Law of Nations and Hoſpitality in the Purſuit of his a- 
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FAB. CXXVII. The Cock and the Fox. 
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thing at a Diſtance, Couſin, ſays the Fox, what's that 
you look at ſo earneſtly? Why, ſays the Cock, I think 1 
ſee a Pack of Hounds yonder, a little way off. © then, 
ſays the Fox. your humble Servant, 1- muſt be gone. 
Nay, pray Couſin, don't go, ſays the Cock, I am juſt a 
coming down: fare you are not afraid of Dogs in theſe 
peaceable Times. No, no, fays he; but ten to one whe- 


ther they have heard of the Proclamation yet. 
Te APPLICATION. 
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a Head as well adopted for Calculation as Sir Iſaar Ne- 
ten 8, and a T as eloquent as ever f| ina | 
is Danimes — in his Projects, and foil'd in, 
his Schemes; eſpecially when their deftrutive Texture 
is ſo cy ſpun, and the Threads of Miſchief are ſo 
hrge in them, as to be felt even by thoſe whoſe Senſes 
are ſcarce perfect h to ſee and underſtand them. So 
caly is it to put in ice, and make Demonſtration of 
that which is for the People's ſo difficult, e- 
ven for the greateſt ities, to make them ſwallow 
that which is to be their Bane and Deſtruction. 


FAB.CXXVIII. The Cat end the Cock. 
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your wicked Tongue; ſuch Impieties as theſe declare that 


you are no longer fit to live. 
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ity of them, ſwell the Heart, while laſt, with 
ure and Gladneſs. But the envious Man has no 


CXXIX. The Dog in the Manger. 


moſt unnatural and unaccountable of allthe 
Paſſions, There is ſcarce any other Emotion of the Mind,. 
however unreaſonable, but may have ſomething ſaid in 
Excuſe for it; and there are many of theſe Weakneſſes of 
the Soul, which, notwithſtanding the W and Ir- 
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ſometimes thirſts even for Blood, yet may be glutted and 
fatiared. Avarice is ſomething highly monſtrous and ab- 
ſurd; yet, as it is a defire after Riches, every little Ac- 
quiſition gives it Pleaſure; and to behold and feel the 
hoarded Treaſure, to a covetous Man, is a conſtant un- 
cloying Enjoymen':, Bur Envy, which is an Anxiety 

Accompliſh- 
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FAB. CXXX. The Dog and the Sheep. 
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FAB. CXXxXI. The Hawk and the Farmer. 
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8 fluttering in the Net, came and took Ums 
but, juſt as he was going to kill him, the Hawk 
him to let him go, aſſuring him that he was only follow- 
ing a Pi and neither intended, nor had done any 
Harm to him. To whom the Farmer replied, And what 
Harta had the poor Pidgeon done to you? Upon which 
he wrung his Head off immediately. 

Te APPLICATION. 

Paſſion, Prejudice, or Power, may ſo far blind a Man 
as not to ſuffer him juſtly to diſtinguiſh whether he is 
not acting injuriouſly at the ſame time that he fancies he 
is only doing his Duty. Now the beft way of being 
convinc'd, that what we do is reaſonable and fit, is to 
put our ſelves in the Place of the Perſons with whom 
we are concern'd, and then conſult our Conſcience about 
the rectitude of our Behaviour. For this 9 
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underſtand, that he 'd doing good to others before 

a Fi is noble Sentiment, being infcrib'd 


Amn of 


they 


making 
upon his Heart, was as legible in all his Actions, as up- 


on the of his Coach: and, while he made theGood 
of Mankind his chief Ambition, he render d himſelf, 
without the Affectation of it, as conſpicuous for his Me- 
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this Fable brings along with it, is to infarmus, that there 


is no truſting, nor any Hopes of living well with, wicked 
unjuſt Men.” When Vice flouriſhes, vnd is in Power, 
Laaer ar er, be Cen might 
Nei it. i ity, it mig 
2 convenient to do ſo, rather. than quarrel 
with, and proyoke it againſt him. But, as it is certain 
that Rogues are irrecencilable Enemics to Men of Worth, 
it the H ul be ſecure, they muſt take a Method to - 
free from the Power af the former. 


FAB. CEXXVIII. 7he Fax and the Aſs. 


AN Af, finding a Lion's Skin, diſguis d himſelf with 

it, and rang'd about the Foreſt, putting all the Beaſts 
that ſaw him into a bodily Fear. After he had diverted 
himſelf thus for ſame time, he met a Fox; and being de- 
firous to fright him tao as Well as the reſt, be leapt at him 
with ſome Fierceneſ, and .endeavour'd to imitate the 
Roaring of the Lion, Your humble Servant, fays the 


Fox; if you bad held your Tongue, I might have taken 
| you 
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you for a Lion, as others did; but now you bray, Tknow 
who you are. þ 


be APPLICATION. 


This is ſo trite and common 2 Subject, there 
is ſcarce any on who is ignorant of it. A Manis known 
by his Words, as a Tree is by the Fruity and, if we would 
know the Nature aud Qualicies of any Man, Jet him but 
diſcourſe, and he himſeif will ſpeak hangs better 
than another can deſcribe them. We may t ee 
ceive from this Fable, how proper it is for thoſe to 
their Tongues, who would not diſcover the Shallowneſs 
of their Underſtanding. 


theſe — i bw, nen. _ Garth. 
The deepeſt Rivers are moſt filent; the greateſt Noiſe is 


ever found, where there is the 1&ft Depch of Water. 
And it is a true Obſervation, that thoſe who are weakeſt 


are 

itate in 
i ſecret 
he grave porrant 
„ whom 1 dto 


e s Speaker did | think 
muſt be, before I heard bim ſpeak! 22 
riouſt eſs uy a (hivy-Counſcllor, and bis . 
Dignity of an eminent Patron: Bat be utter'd hi 
deceiv'd me; He bray'd aloud, and told the 
Company 9 
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FAB. CLXXIX. The Hen n andthe Swallow. 
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This Fable is only to put 1 
what we have already more than once "met with in t 
Courſe of theſe Fables, That we ſhould never have any 
thing to do with ill Men; no not even to do them 
wm Men of ill Principles are a Generation of 

rr cruſh'd 2 and de- 

ſtroy d Opportunity. 
Jook'd upon by booeft Men as a poyſunous Serpent: 'Tis 
not ſul cient that they avoid and keep clear of, him ; but, 
if they have any Value for their own Safety, they ſhould 
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him, and render of 
— lik. m, s him incapable c. 


ſup with him, order d a handſome Entertainment fo 
ann 
nenen 


to 
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8 How then can we expect any Good 
m thoſe who do but promiſe and vow in their Names 
To place a Confidence in ſuch Sparks, is indeed ſo falſe + 
Reliance T. 60 Bk Io baggy 6g be detected in it; 
"and, like the Cur in the Fable, rather own we had been 
well treated, than let the World ſee how jafily we had 
been puniſh'd for our ridiculous Credulit x. 


FAB. CLXXXI. Jupiter and the Herdſma 
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d to his 


ö iſſing a Heifer that 

A Herd, — 22 Foreſt to Ei. And, 
having walk d a great deal of Ground to no purpoſe, he 
fell a praying z9 Fupiter for Relief; promi 
would ſhew him the Thief, that, as a Reward, he would 
facrifiec a Kid to him. After this, he went on a little far- 
ther, and came near a Grove of Oaks, gyhere he found the 
CY over it and 
feeding upon it. This Sight almoſt {car'd him out of his 
Wits; _—_ his Knees _ ag 
addreſſing himſelf to Jupiter; O Fupiter, ſays he, I pro- 
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Te APPLICATION. 


This Fable —— y and luconvenĩence of 
running into Extremes. M our Happineſs depends 
upon keeping an even Ballance our Words and Actions; 


in not ſu the Scale of our Reaſon to mount us too 


high in time of Proſperity, nor to fink too low with the 
N 


Weight of adverſe Fortune. 
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FAB. CLXXXIII. e 
Two young Men and the Cock. 
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Te APPLICATION. | 
An honeſt Man's Word is as good as his Oath; and fo 
is a Regue's too; for he that will cheat and lye, why 
ſhould he ſcruple to forſwear himſelf? is the latter more 
criminal than either of the former? An honeſt Man needs 


no Oath to oblige him; and a Rogne wy OC 790 
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the more certainly by it ; becauſe you think you have 

tied him up, and he is fure you have not. For my Part, 

I cannot, with the Eye of Reaſon, diſceru that there is 

any Good in ſwearing at all. I will take an honeſt Man's 
fleveration 


bare A : I will not believe a 


1 
41 


; 


5 
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e. think. 
the Jpreme Being to witneſs; to 
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prevaricating Villains, at the 
time that t think there is a God, »& as if there were 
none; _ = ich is worſe, dare affront him in the higheſt 


FAB 
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FAB. CLXXXI V. 
The Jack · daw and thy Sheep. 


— — — — — 


were a | 
nough, replies the Jack-daw, I know very well 
have to do with: I never meddle with the ſurhy, and re- 
vengeful; but I love to plague ſuch poor helpleſs Creatures 
as you are, that can't do me any Harm again. 

me APFEICAfION. 

Many People in the Werl# ere of the Temper of this 
villainous Jack-daw in the Fa; bo love Miſchiet for 
Miſchief s Sake; and, at the ſame time, are never ſo well F 

d, as when they do it to the innocent and undeſery- 
. They love themſelves too well, fo offer an Injury 
to one of their own malicious Principles, for fear of a 
ſdk Return; but defire no better Grounds, at any time, 
for being burtful, than the Proſpe of being ſo with Im- 
panity. How inconſiſtent are ſuch Procerdi wins 


#MN © — ew _ 


MA S$SOPs VABLES. zr 


with Honour and | How oppoſite to the Che- 
rafter of a great and a good, Men! how directly contrar 
to the Rules which-the Poet preſcribes far the — 
of his heroic Countrymen the Rmans; x 
| Parcere ſubjeitis, & debellare fans. Vir. 
| They, who are by Natuze ſo petulant or choleric, that 
they find it 1 to give a Vent tosthoſe Humours,. 
by gn body or other, may eaſily indulge that 
penſity, and preſerve their Reputation af the fame 
time; let them but level their Ri at Impudence and 
Impertinence, and there will be no done. , 
FAB. CLXXXV. 
The Plowman and Fortune. 
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a Treaſare. Tranſported with Joy, he immecllately 

began to return Thanks to the Ground, which had been ſo 

liberal and kind to him. id. 
not 


re ee 
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what a Blockhead are you to ſtand thinking the Ground 
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Aſſections, knows not at any time how to obey. The 
Fondaeſs of an indiſcrete Parent to a favorite Child, is 
blind as Love it ſelf: they are ſo far from ſeeing any Ble- 
miſhes or Imperſections in them, that their very Defor. 
ity i „and all their ugly Tricks Graces. Thus, 
ing check d and diſciplind for their Faults, 
and careſs'd for them, when they 
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| The APPLICATION 
Bought Wit 4 beſt: and the more Variety Variety of Difappoint- 


ments we meet with, the greater will be our Experience, 


— — — — — yn, 
Mankind has a Propenfity for-thin thatarenovel 
and untried;'and ſo 15 to 


ſayt) every one difrelifhes 
wits be had. been of — 


has Eee Bites, wi 


wa and bid ad ĩeu to that 

— = —— + Comin. — 
me. 

. es to the. wanton Sallies.. of: . 

In the, mean time, the. old Mn 


at the 


prop we Log Jin node e 
nes his Head, and reflects that, if it had not been for 
his Folly, inſtead of aking! Limbs, and an empty Purſe; 


. as much Leiſure and Luxury-as 


tus, ſometimes with, ſometimes. without (Reaſon; 


we are diſſ at our own Station, and thoſe who 
2 Which, howerer i mey 
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frem to be a Misforrune-entail'd upon us, yet carries this 
Advantage with ir, that, as we are almoſt ſute of being 
diſappointed by a Change. we are as certain likewiſe of 
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This Pable, tho' it and encourage 
the Notion of Dreeme, ood fock fancied Diſcoveries of 
future Events, is however intended to ridicule and ex- 
plode them. What can be more abſurd than the Practice 
of thoſe credulous Fools, who having Faith enough to 
telieve the Veracity of Oracles, the Impudgnee or 
Stupidity to try to defeat them afterwards? This - was 
making a God with one Hard, and throwing him away 
with the other. Firſt they ask the Almighty what he 
intends to do? when be has told them, they believe him 
and tremble: but are reſoly'd to diſappoint him if t 
can: Nay they think they can, and ſet about it 3 
ingly. Theſe low i ſtent Notions of God gave the 
Birth to Atheiſm. And were they not too common 
in the World fill, I am thoroughly convinc'd, that per- 
nicious Principle would be either intirely rooted out, or 
grow ſo thin, as nos to hinder the increaſe 3 
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When the Deity, which the Generality of the World 
acknowledge, is us'd as if he were a Deity of lrreſolu- 
tion, Inſtability, Mutability and Paſſion, Men of any 
Diſcernment immediately renounce ſuch a Deity as that; 
and, for want of due tion, remain Atheiſts. It 
being indeed leſs abſurd of the two, not to believe a Su- 

eme Being at all, than to believe he is ſubject to the 
Fraikies of us wretched Mortals, aud govern'd by Whim 


and Fancy. But right Reaſon, which is the Divinity with- 


in u, equally abhors either of theſe two, and ſhews uu 
Ks 4 more excellent Way. | 8 


FAB. CLXXXIX. The Hen 
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ſcrious deliberate Meditation, conceiv'd in a Fit of Rap- 
— — — 
for with much Earceſtneſs, which if we were to inquire 
imo them, ore mere Vanities, and ſuch as we ought tobe 
aſtam d of having! ©. x . | 
Not that the Supreme Being, who is all-knowing, and 
| ki ey where, can — to be ignorant of e- 
very little Thought of our Souls; or unable to comply 
with the Muliplicity of our Wiſhes : But it is coi 
to his exalred Nature. to condeſcend to our pal 
Schemes, or to grant any of thoſe Petitions, which we 
our ſelves, if we conſider d, ſhould be aſham'd to put up. 


Deer 


ef a Lion; who lay couch'd at the farther 
Cave, and iprung upon him in an Inſtant, Being at the 
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Point of Death, be complain'd thus Unhappy Creature 
that I am! I enter'd this Cave to eſcape the. Purſuit of 
Men and Dogs, and am fall'n into the Jaws of the moſt 
cruel and rapacious of all wild Beaſts. 


Te APPLICATION. 


Some are ſo unfortunate as to be ever runniflg into 
Troubles and Difficulties; Their il Luck feems to ride 
them t a Series of Misfortunes: and, in the mean 
time, like ſtumbling Horſes,the more they are ſpurr'd,the 
oftner they flounce along in the Dirt, and the more Trips 
they make. But, as much of this may be attributed to 
Fear and Hurry, which, where · ever they take place, in- 
diſpoſe and hinder us from acquitting our ſelves as we 
ſhould do, it is therefore highly neceſſary for ſuch as 
would be thought to behave themſelves like Men, never 
to let Fear have any Share in their Words or Actions. 
This Paffion blinds us from diſcernipg our true Intereſt; 
It no ſooner points out an Evil to us, but it throws us 
' into the utmoſt Confuſion, in our Manner and Method of 


tho the World were to be cruſh'd, and t 
about his Kars, he would be found 
midft the Ruins of it. They are Knaves or F 
we hurried through Guilt on Shame; who- 
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bouring under Jealoufies, Doubts, Diftruſts, and Difap 
Pointments. . 


Some are ſo ſilly, that fix their Eyes upon one Ex- 
treme only; ng 2 —4 that, heedleſaly 
run themſelyes into the other. Theſe may not impro- 
pore be alfa the res 

w ſuſficient to run themſelves into Di ies; and 
talk juſt wiſe enough to be laugh'd at. | 
CXCII. 
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FAB. CXCIII. The Cock and the Fox. 
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La 


. APPLECATION> 
The? there is no Quality of the Mind more graceful in 

it ſelf, or that renders it more amiable to others, than the 
ing atender | | 


Sup- 


himſelf an Afociate in their Crimes, and becomes 2s 
pr Enemy to the Public, as thoſe whom be would 


to Juſtice would have. no Reaſon to be diſſatisſie 
thing, but a mournful Refſection which be could 
bear making, That, while thefe little Criminals fwi 

ine, others, ſo tran- 
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ſometimes 
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of State haye loft their vin Heads, infidad of extorting 


more Supplies from the-enrag'd People. 
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the Shore, beheld and pitied his Condition; and, withal, 
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F AB. CXCVI. The Maſter and bis Scholar. 
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of Application to the Whole. I don't expect that 
rs. who are vers'd and hackney'd in the Paths of Life, 
ſhould. trouble themſelves to peruſe theſe little leoſe 
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And here it will not be improper to ſay ſomething 


Sketches of ty; ſuch y.do- well h 
— them. 1'wR write for the rf the y — 
the unt xperĩienc d if they do but reliſh the Contents of 
this Book, ſo as to think it worth reading over two or 


three: times, I Thalb. have iaitaid'd my End and flayter 


my ſelf; they will find Rrafon to allogry. that I have nat 


miſemploy'd my Time, in ing ſuch a Collation for 


INDES; 


. d, Page 148. Who areun: 
ive? DP. Confider who gives it, before 
you 


AﬀeRation, 1 it, 80. It is the Bane 


of Beauty, 108. Other Inconyeniencies of it, 170. 
Agriculture recommended, 255. 
Animals, in ſome reſpects as — as Men, 98. 
Athenians, inſlav'd by Pififtr arus, 6. 
Attorney, draws the Squire into a Mortgage, 45- 
— and Ambition, frequently diſappointed, 105. Un- 
145. Thatand Envy 'd andenquir'd 
— 248. Thar and Ambition ought to ſuffer, 10. 
The Inconveniencies of it, 3524 
— much but well, 126. 


Beauty, the of the Mind prefer w that ofthe Body 


Ke. rh k'd by Cownrds, 26. 

2 
Bribe, can't tempt 2 
Britons, ne gs 113. Happy in a King and 


Bullies, ly Cowl, 127. Over-a@ their Part, 


222. 
C. 


Captious, not to be ſo, 87. 

Change, Ce nabe things better, 270. 

ag 7! Plumbſteck, Sir, vies with Lord Caſtle- builder, 20. 
ouget to take their Parent's Advice, 210. 

Church, thoſe that frequent it out of Neceſſity, their Re- 

not worth a Straw, 51. 


20 over. acted is ſuſpicious, 194. 
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Compincs beter lr ions 202. | 
— ſeldom pleas d with our own, 340. Unreaſo- 
— Made worſe by repining at 
it, 
Content, makes » poor Man 
I Ly 
atry, a — 
— a Court Life,” 1 | 


| oy 


64. 
upon thoſe that know them, 133. 
Coxcomb, a Section to be made of one, 140. 
Craft, repel d by Cunning, allowable, 233, 257. * 


Critic, envious, ; 
Cunaing, generally Wy Fellows who fe up for it, 117. 


Datel Bee ac 74. 

Death, dreaded by theſe who to wiſh For 1. 122, 
Death and Love, unaccountable, 243. | 

Decrees of Fate, not to be reſiſted, 40. 

> mg ov gn Biſhoprick, 

Diſſenting T wants a Bi 42. 

Diſtreſs, cruel to inſult People in it, 107 

Divifions the Great Ones, 2 28. 
Do as you be done by, 2 


240. 
'Donble-tongu'd People, to be avoided, 101. Neighbour, 


have a os of him, 147. 
Dreams and ſuch idle n Folly of them, 342. 


Education, the Effects of it, 216. | 

Ene mies, not to be aſſiſted or trufted, 61. 

Envy, deſcrib'd ; its Inconveniencies, 236. 

Evenneſi of Temper. recommended, 330. 

Example, uſeful for luſtruction, 265. 

Experiments, have a care my you make them, 278. 


Faſhions, odly intzoduc'd, 120. 


Fault, 
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Fault, not to be found rr 
ur eber dne mot fit to be fog. 216 Surpriniog 
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2 — 4 — „49. — in cotitinud'Feary 66. 
car, the Inconveniencies · of it; 347. It is umtaſbnable, 
- 56. viinrand infigaificant;. 149. | 
Vlatrery, miſchievous, but hard to be avoided; 17. 
Florinda wants a Voice, 40. 45 - 


Foreigners, ſhould net ſlight'the'Coontry theywroin;180. 
7 blam d wrongfolly, 164. OughTto have 
. be diſcourag d. 268, | 
— means, —— — 204. 3 
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